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The J. RICHARD JORDAN
By Donald Jordan 2011

(edited for web by Rich McCann)
Broad shouldered, bronzed, men of muscle,

who sweep down the dark waters of the Schuylkill
in their frail pine shell like a perfect machine.
Every man works in picturesque rhythm.

Everyone giving his all to bring victory and honor.
(Dick Jordan, West Catholic Year Book)

J. RICHARD JORDAN, The OARSMAN

JRi chard “Dick” Jordan began his renowned rowing careel
Catholic began rowing in 1927 with an amazing exclamation point (!) when legendary Penn Athletic Club and US Olympic
Coach, Frank Muller, selected a group of burr athletes and challenged them to become exceptional oarsmen. Frank N
brought to the Penn AC and West Catholic by Jack Kelly sdw the development of a strong rowing program at West Catholic
feeder ofsuperior junior oarsmen for the Penn AC. Coach Muller was reported to have selected his first varsity eight at Wes
by choosing his oarsmen as foll ows: ‘O want y o wyquso getected for
that first varsity boat. West Catholic’s 1929 Varsity Boy’s Crew

After several months of concentrated training on machi
workboats, and racing shells over the t@mof 1927, West Catholid
Boys proceeded to win not only the Interscholastic Row
Championship of the United States and Canada at Wyndote, M,
also the Edward Stotesbury Cup Regatta in its inaugural year.
Dick Jordan continued as a fixture on W&sat hol i ¢’
famed crews as they won the Stotesbury Cup again in 1928, a
1929. In fact, We s t Cat hol
Stotesbury Cup in 1930, 1933, 1936, and 1942 making
Catholic Boys arguably one of the gainent ndabnal boys rowing
programs in the twenties and thirties!

, FARRELL, LINEHAN, LiLLY, WHI
. CarLanaN, CURRAN, JoRDaN,

Dick Jordan was recruited from West Catholic by Rusty Callq
heavyweight coach at the University of Pennsylvania. Dick became

a stalwart on the first boat at bow six in 1984 and stroke oar in 1933 when he was elected Heavyweight Ce
Penn’ sweightsaverg nationally competitive in 193233, winning The Adams Cup and The Childs Cup w
advancing to the IRA finals in 193 2 . Rusty Call ow found Dick Jor dan
best work through encouragement not criti s bnivérgity of Pennsylvania Archives After graduation Dick Jorda
continued his rowing career as a superb club oarsman for Penn AC. In 1936 he banded together with Joe Burl
Swift and members of Penn’ daydd @aticesvaene pist édged eut by the Univehsit
Washington in the US Olympic trials at Princeton.
Pennsylvania shell would have won those Olympic trials. Washington Huskies prbdeed® 1936 Olympic Golc
Medal at Lake Granau, Germany
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J. RICHARD JORDAN, The COACH

Pg 2 of 3

Dick Jordan began his celebrated coaching career in 1941 as Lightweight and Freshman Coach, Uni
Pennsylvania, a position he held until the mié 18’ s . Hi s varsity | ightweight
national championships from 19413 . Most notable among Dick’'s outs

and 1952, who created a undefeated national / international gistmgakthat would extend to 23 races!
F QWi b e W e W G G 0 Another perfect season followed for Penn in 19
The EARC Lightweight Championship (Joseph Writ P : _

RT0 00 R S e L R A sl s Rl O @ revamped lightweightrew (5 new oarsman
W S R A A R RS e N VA Ces s R -ull including the Joseph Wright (EARC) Trophy fq
ITo]gIAV/=TT0] g I CEANVARVYI0] U1 (o N g E\Y/SH (el olo]gg - =WV NIV IV the National Lightweight Championship and t
(CoEIC R INEEICH SR CTe N ERVEISE RV RV BT il successful defense of the Thames Challenge (
into service to co'ach the Ilghtwelgh'gs, Whl!e OV |\ cre Penn defeated Christ Church, Cambridgg
M_adelra and the Friends of Pennsylvania Roww_lg respo  EEEWE lengths in the championship race at the He
with the necessary funds to purchase essential equig

and sendPenn’ s |l i ght wei ght s Royal Regatta
lightweight crew proceeded to win Thames Challenge
defeating five heavyweight crewsn four days- including
Florsheim Russelseim in the HerdegrThames final. Twac
additional wins over heavyweight crews Ifoled at the
Hamburg International Regatta. Following its resounc
international success in 1951 the University of Pennsylv
reinstated Dick Jordan as its varsity lightweight row
coach.

Dick Jordan on the Schuylkill River

*Joseph Wright, crew coach at The University
Pennsylvania, created the first lightweight race
for rowers weighing less than 160 pounds in 1917.

University of Pennsylvania Lightweight Crew beating Christ Church, Cambridge for Thames Challenge Cup

The picture of Pen
Cup victory (left) was painted by William
Myers, stroke of Pe n nvic®rious 1952
|l i ght weight crew a

Boathouse with the prow of the act

racing shell that won at Henley




A spiritual postscript to Penn’s thrilling victory at Henley-on-Thames.
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While in Rome in 1952, Dick Jordan’'s wife, Joseph
|l ight weight crew to “do its best.” Back at Henl €

taped to the Penn gt we i ght s h el Hinasracdat Menley wastsiseguenthi won by Penn by 2/3 e
and the Penn crew looked forward to defending the Thames Cup in the championship race. Christ Church, C
the English challenger, however, achieved atstanding start in the final and created an open water advantage
Penn crew was now down by 1% lengths and was having no success moving on the Christ Church boat. Sudd
of wind hit both crews and t hecrakslaying tiselChristiCleurch shelrcnam
occurs when a rowerds oar does not r elTaislestatibnralwed th
Penn lightweights to surge ahead and Penn won the championship race by 1¥4 lengthse \ffaénstbwed the Chris
Church boat all of the Penn oarsman subsequently agreed they were thinking of their St. Jude Medal and !
wha't woul d have happened if t he Pope’ s 11898 Rehnsyltaaiad
Rowing News).

A picture of the St. Jude Medal blessed by Pope Piudrijht) hangs now from the bow of the
Richard Jordan racing shell in Jack’s Firehomw
(St. Jude, one of the Twelve Apostles, is considered the patron saint of desgmeatand lost causes). &

J. RICHARD JORDAN, The SHELL

The J. Ri chard Jordan vespol. racing shell hangir
Lightweight Crew by The Friends of Pennsylvania Row{Bgrah and Crawfordla d ei r a) . )
(below righ) i ncludes Mrs. J. Ri chard Jordan, Donal d J
Jor dan, N Ri chard Jor dan 1 Fred Leonar d, P e

(Pennsylvania Rowing Neyvs
After the J Richard Jordan vespoli racing shell wamntested
successfullyby Penn’ s | i ght weight s,
High School, Absecon, New Jeysevhere the Holy Spirit Boys werd
poised to become national powerhouses. Holy Spirit won
Stotesbury Cup in 1970, 1974, 1976, 1981, and 1982 and compe
Henley in 1970, 1974, 1976, 1981, and 1982, winning at Henmiey
Thames in 1974, 1976 and 1981

Subsequently, the J. Richard Jordan eight oared shell was purc
and restored by Jack’s Firehou
over the dining room and bar, fitted at full sweep with oars from e
different crews including the Univergiof Pennsylvania.

“Ready all, Row”

J. Richard “Dick” Jordan
has been nominated to the
University of Pennsylvania’s
Athletic Hall of Fame
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