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West Catholic's Alumni held its 87th COMMUNION BREAKFAST this past November 4.  Our Class of 1958 was rec-
ognized and applauded by approx.  800 attendees.  The beautiful liturgy included our own classmate/participants:  
George Light (Cross Bearer),   Robert A.Dowd (Prayer of the Faithful),   Francis J Metzler (Incense), Joseph M. Brad-
ley (Readings),   William M. Marella (Presenter of Gifts), Robert Gormley (Candle Bearer), and Francis J. Adolf (Pre-
senter of Gifts), Joseph R.  Gavaghan (Presenter of Gifts), Francis T. O'Keefe. Jr. (Thurible), Edward D.  Alioto 
(Candle Bearer) and John J. Gallagher (Readings).    The total attendance  was also represented by other 1958 
classmates:  Charlie Johnson,  Tony Evangelista,  Jim Clark,  Dr. Ron Miles,  Bob Madden, Tom McClain,  Denny 
Brennan,  Larry Doran,  Bob DiRita,  Bill Kohlenberg,  Jim Lynch,  John O'Connell,  Mike Wishing,  Tom Sweeney,  
Rich Buzza,  Frank McDonnell and John Harvey.  During this Communion Breakfast, our Alumni Association, the 
Board Members and West Catholic honored 10 graduates from different class years, including two fellow grads.  Our 
own George Light gave a wonderful acceptance speech for his WILLIAM H. McGarvey AWARD   

 THE 50th ANNIVERSARY GOLDEN BURR AWARD was presented to our Class of 1958ôs John "Brag Ragò Gal-
lagher, who replied,ò Thank you, West Catholic Alumni Association and Board Members for bestowing this wonderful 
honor.  Today's Communion Breakfast is the "kickoff" to our 1958 Golden Anniversary Celebration Year.  I thank my 
lovely wife, Laura, and ALL our children and grandchildren for making the trip down from New York for this ceremony.  
No words can express how proud I am of my fellow 1958 graduates.  We are a wonderful cross section of the "Amer-
ican Dream". We've produced many Priests, Christian Brothers, and other Religious. You look at us and see educa-
tors, child advocates, firefighters, policeman, postal, Workers, electricians, machinists, contractors, pilots, attorneyôs 
nurses, politicians, psychologists, sports officials, authors and Doctors of Medicine, Education, and Philosophy.  A lot 
of us are proud of our service in ALL branches of the U.S. Military and Merchant Marines. The year 1958 is well rep-
resented in such fine industries as entertainment, aerospace, sales, information technology,  retail, human resources, 
finance, banking, newspapers, management  consulting, insurance, programming , mechanical design, real estate, 
printing, U.S. Secret service, publishing, recreation, engineering, communications, federal contracting, government 
utilities, oil production, food services, travel and transportation. Our class currently has over 300 fellow grads AC-
TIVELY communicating with each other on a DAILY basis! Heavily concentrated here in our Mid-Atlantic Region, we 
live in 21 States, including: New England, New York, the Carolinas, Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, Tennessee, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arizona, Colorado, Wisconsin, Oregon, Washington State, and California. May Almighty God continue to 
bless the families and friends of our 98 buddies who have gone ahead to their Eternal Resting place.  In closing, 
thanks to the 62 Christian brothers and lay teachers who molded us with ATTENTION, "DETENTION", and priceless 
Catholic training.  We still stay in touch with those few remaining Brothers and teachers.  Therefore, each of us con-
tinues to enjoy and share the many memories from AN INNOCENT ERA WHICH WE WILL NEVER SEE AGAIN." 

BROTHER GREGORY:  I was so glad to receive a call at home from Brother.  He and I spoke for over an hour. 
Brother was SO IMPRESSED with the obvious success of our '58 Class SECOND Luncheon , particularly the efforts 
of Frank Adolf, Rich Buzza and Frank Metzler. Brother's health is improving. (He had Stent / Angioplasty). He read in 
the EMISSARY of the award ceremony for George Light  and John Gallagher  at the Springfield Country Club. He 
regrets not being able to attend, so he loaded me with personal acclaim.  I appreciate your kind words, Brother.  Our 
Tom Koch has been keeping Brother "in the loop".  I notified the EMISSARY of Brother's address, so Brother can be 
receiving our Alumni Newspaper.  Brother also spoke of his fun-filled correspondence with so many of us, like Antho-
ny "Skip" DiGuiesppe. Brother wants to get together soon for lunch with myself, Jack Caputo and Mike Rullo in the 
Philly  "Main Line" area where his friend Richard Neville ( VP Student Affairs, Villanova ) also lives.  He also spoke of 
the time Bob Bell "put Brother up" in San Diego's Hotel Coronado, they shopped Tijuana, and traveled through US 
Customs with PEMEX (Mexican) gas can in the car.  I personally stayed at the Coronado quite a few times, you see it 
in the movie "SOME LIKE IT HOT. 

 SAINT BARNABAS:  

Jim Nelson:  I was glad to finally speak with Jim......Jim got our Reunion Invitation in the mail and is looking forward 
to attending the events.  Our condolences, as Jim's wife, Barbara ,passed away this past September.  

George McKnight:  George notified me that he DID get our 50th Reunion Invitation in the postal mails and, yes, his 
address on our files remains current.   
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Ed Mangino: Ed sent me a wonderful E-mail referring to his wife, Joanne,  Ed currently is staying busy at work .  

George Althouse:  George and I had a wonderful time on the phone last week.  He now has FIVE grandchildren and 
one GREAT grandchild. This coming March, his friend and he will be doing a lot of traveling together.  He says how 
shocked he was to read in the BRAG RAG that one of his very best  friends, John Wileczek had passed away.  He 
recalled the fun times that he and John worked incessantly on John's vintage Willys Jeep.   

Denny Brennan:   Denny was gracious in contacting me to say he enjoyed our recent West Catholic Communion 
Breakfast at the Springfield Country Club.  He said:  "John, yours was an award well deserved and you shared it with 
the entire class....very nice on your part, John.  I was glad to meet your family and you have a million reasons to be 
very proud of them....and them of you."   He tells me his family is from County Cork in Ireland.   

Bill Boyer:  Bill updated me with his new e-mail address.  He and Joyce were celebrating Christmas in San Antonio, 
Texas.  I told him how Laura, and I and our kids spent many great times in San Antonio---- remembering the festivi-
ties, "The River Walk " and the  beautiful Missions.   

Ted Trafka:  Ted, Judith and Kari shared with me a beautiful Christmas rendering.  It's a "keeper" !   

Carl Wagner:  Carl and I had a nice time on the phone.  He's attending his niece's wedding in May and so very much 
regrets not being able to attend our 50th....he's terribly disappointed !   He updated me with his new e-mail address 
and enjoys all the work we've put into bringing all the '58 guys back together after all these years.     

SAINT CARTHAGE:    

Tom W. Mullen:  He and Barb sent me a GREAT article on 'TALKING LIKE A PENNSYLVANIAN'.....one of the com-
ments was:  "You know how to pronounce Bryn Mawr, Wilkes-Barre, Schuylkill, Poconos, Tamaqua, Tunkhannock, 
Bala Cynwyd, Duquesne, Punxsutawney and Monongahela "   There were at least 25 OTHER comments in this arti-
cle...GREAT stuff ! !   

SAINT CLEMENT: 

John McGinley:  As I read their profiles, I find it interesting that BOTH John and Bill Demski (St. Mary of 
Czestochowa) have similar backgrounds.  They BOTH are retired from Philadelphia Police Department and currently 
are Chiefs in their respective small towns. How 'bout that ? ?  

John Broderick:  John, like Frank Metzler (St. Carthage)  and others from West '58 have ties with the Christian Broth-
erhood....I was the one who first  "dubbed"  them our "Ammendale Fifteen".   John, now living in another State,  
spoke to me of the fact that he was part of the largest group (45) of recruits in the Postulate within the Baltimore 
Province. Frank Metzler was kind enough to send me a beautiful copy of the picture taken back then.  In the picture, 
all wearing their Christian Brothers habits, were Jack Caputo, Steve Casale, John Neuschel, Charlie McClelland, 
Frank Metzler, Al Kern, Don Thompson, Mike Hughes (now Reverend !), John Broderick, Jack McLaughlin, Ed Butler, 
Joe Crowe, Charlie Howe, Gerry Vernot, Larry Brumfield, Des Butler, Rick Levis, Joe Speakman, Tom Henry, Larry 
Dempsey, Bob McCoy (Deceased).  Frank Metzler, Chairman of our 50th Reunion Guest Committee will display 
wonderful pictures like this  at our Reunion weekend. Back to John Broderick:  John plans to attend our 50th Reunion 
with his wife Carol.....they've been married for 40 years ! !  John and Carol celebrated their anniversary on a cruise 
out of  Rome into the Western Mediterranean.  John Broderick also told me that he got to spend some time with 
Brother Gregory at Mal's ( John Broderick's brother)  50th Anniversary as a Christian Brother in the spring of 2004.   
John looks forward to our 50th Reunion Celebration.  At this time, John and Carol plan to attend  !   

Joe Semeister:  Joe thanks all of his fellow grads for their prayers.  His wife, Elaine is currently doing "extremely 
well".  She has been recovering for almost a year.  He's looking forward to attending our 50th.  
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Vincent Della Vecchia:  Vincent's son has given me permission to divulge his Dad's "contact information" to anyone 
who would like to get in touch with him.   Please say "hello" to Vince Sr, as he'd love to hear from all of 
us.....especially those from St. Clement's   

SAINT FRANCIS de SALES: 

Tom A. Mullen:  It was nice to finally speak first hand with Tom.  He "updated" me on the following:  He attended St. 
Francis DeSales ONLY through the 3rd grade....then he began attending St. Leonard's Academy ....not  getting to 
West until  his sophomore year.  Tom  does remember our "happier days" when he knew Jim Lynam , Jim Boyle, and 
our Bob Gormley, Dan Bugey.  He recently retired from his own business.  He enjoys reading the BRAG RAG, and 
hasn't been to B@B since it was held in Sea Isle.   

Joe Noel:  It was so gratifying to  actually speak with Joe once again.  He and Barbara are currently selling their 6-
bedroom house (they want to down-size).  Joe is the ultimate Salesman.  They live closer to me (here in New York) 
then the Philly area.  They will TRY to make our 50th.....there may be a scheduling conflict....Barbara is a Realtor.   

Phil Carson:  I'm working along with Phil's sister, Kathy in convincing Phil to attend our 50th.  She's his "relay" with 
her e-mail, so Kathy  keeps Phil up to date on ALL of our "doings". She always  READS the entire BRAG RAG to her 
brother, Phil.   She says how happy she is that Phil always displays a great sense of humor.  Remember, Phil's fami-
ly moved into Transfiguration while he was at West.....but his ties still remain with  St. Francis DeSales.     

Jim Hill:  Jim and I spoke for some time.  He says that he was a "DeSales" guy, but really "hung around" with the 
guys from St. James Parochial School.  He does remember playing "stick ball" (with a tennis ball, not wiffle ball).... 
bouncing the ball off the wall into the West Girls' windows....greatly upsetting the nuns !   He says: "Titus is my middle 
name, from the Roman Emperor who massacred so many Hebrews.....go figure ! ". He's very good friends with Joe 
Andrews and wants us to keep him up-to-date on Joe's health progress.  Jim is going back for his yearly time in Flor-
ida - immediately after the Super Bowl.   Jim also said how glad he was to spend some time on the phone with fellow 
St. Francis de Sales classmate,  Dan Remy. 

Dan Remy:   Dan and I conveyed between  each other our respective family's best wishes for the Christmas holidays.  
Here is one of our most UPBEAT guys !.  We all look forward to seeing him at our 50th Reunion this May.   

Bill Holden:  We were all so saddened to find out about the passing of Bill this past December .  A lot of us got the 
opportunity to pay our respects onto the Guestbook provided on the Internet.   

Joe Andrews:  We're staying in touch with Joe and will keep you updated on his recovery status.   Tom Henry (Good 
Shepherd) and Bob Shea  both stay close with Joe and relay valuable information on a regular basis.....thanks, Tom 
and Bob ! !  Joe and Rosemarie  appreciate all the prayers from his classmates !    

Vince Leonetti:  Vince was good enough to send me an e-mail saying he was "presently reading your latest BRAG 
RAG....here in MADRID  ! ".....so we conversed back and forth how my BRAG RAG had "gone International ! ! ".   

SAINT JAMES: 

 Rich Pavonarius:  Rich sent a message to our Jim Clark (50th Reunion - Golf Committee Chairman).  In the mes-
sage, Rich said: " We will be attending a re-dedication today (Nov 18, 2007) of the Holy Child statue donated by the 
nuns of the Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus.  These are the nuns who taught us in sixth and eighth grade.  Mother 
Edwina (aka Edwina Menten) will also be there.   We are taking our 10 year old granddaughter to show her what a 
REAL church looks like....not the "vanilla" type they are building now."  

Jack O'Connell: Thanks, Jack for supplying us an updated postal address and phone number  for you.   We're also 
glad to hear that you are planning  to attend our 50th Reunion Celebration this May and that you continue to enjoy 
the BRAG RAGs.   

mailto:B@B
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SAINT MARY OF CZESTOCHOWA: 

 Bill Demski:  I was so glad to finally speak with Bill.  He and Mary Ann live in Chester County.   He called me at 
home and said he is planning to attend our 50th Reunion Celebration this May.  I am presently getting Bill and Mike 
Rullo together.....they haven't spoken in over 48 years ! !   Remember, Bill went to St. Joe's Prep first, not coming to 
West until his sophomore year.   He's retired from the Philadelphia Police Department and is currently Chief of Police 
in his town. ....I noted this as interesting, as John McGinley (St. Clements) and Bill share similar  "police" career 
backgrounds.   

Mike Rullo:  I had Mike on the phone for over an hour.....what an interesting guy he is ! !  We recalled how he and his 
wife, Beverley, were nice enough to have me to dinner last year at one of the Main Line's greatest restaurants 
(GEORGEs).  Mike started his OWN business when he was only 19 years old.  We all recall Mike's basketball prow-
ess, and yet he had so many engagements away from the school, that he feels he never socialized enough within the 
school's groupings.....I hope I convinced Mike to make plans to attend our 50th....he has the Invitation.  There are so 
many of us looking forward to seeing Mike again.  I also managed to get Mike and Jack Caputo to make contact with 
each other....they live so close to each other and never realized it !    

GOOD SHEPHERD:   

Tom Nestel:  Tom called me and updated me on his new postal address.  I notified the EMISSARY as well, as Tom 
said he has NOT  received our Alumni newspaper.   As we spoke, I realized that the proper pronunciation of his last 
name has the emphasis on the FINAL syllable....so properly said it's  "nes TEL".   Tom once again said how our '58 
SECOND LUNCHEON  provided "such a very pleasant afternoon.  John Gallagher, it was a pleasure to meet your 
wife, Laura and your son, Christopher.....I  also so much enjoyed talking with  Carl Wagner, Bob DiRita and of course 
all the guys from Good Shepherd.  It was a special treat to see and speak to Brother Gregory who was my "Sopho-
more A" homeroom Brother and basketball buddy.  We used to go up to West Catholic on Saturdays and play bas-
ketball in the gym.  Brother Gregory always participated and ensured that we displayed good sportsmanship.  We 
learned a lot from Brother Gregory and all of the other dedicated teachers at West.  I really appreciate all of the hard 
work that is being dedicated to ensuring that the class of '58 has a very successful 50th Anniversary celebration.    
Thanks so much. "  

Jim ("Dutch") O'Malley, PhD :  Jim, apparently, was recently speaking with a fellow college alumnus at their local (out 
of state) chapter of the Villanova Alumni.   His friend is a '59  Roman Catholic graduate (Joe Weber) .  So "Dutch"  
had his friend Joe contact me to speak about my BRAG RAG and our upcoming 50th.....obviously, Joe Weber's  50th  
is next year.  

Tony Evangelista:  Thanks again to Tony for volunteering  to help us ( in the event more of us were needed) with the 
Liturgy during our Alumni's  87th Communion Breakfast this past November at the Springfield Country Club.  Tony 
also took some great pictures of our '58 Liturgy procession during the Mass.  Tony offers so many great things over 
the Internet, including great pictures and memories of the "Cars we Drove" during the '50s and '60s.  

Don (Andy)  Thompson:  Don always gets back with me with helpful commentary regarding our many editions of the 
BRAG RAG.   He asked me to "re-send" the last one, which I did.    

HOLY NAME OF JESUS:  

George Buffington:  George called me to wish our family a Happy New Year....him and me spoke of our common 
backgrounds:  he's a Past Grand Knight (PGK) within the  Knights of Columbus.  He proudly brought me up to date 
on his Boy Scouts of America.  He's making it a personal project to convince both Dan Dunn and John Reilly (both 
Visitation  ) to attend our 50th celebration along with him.  He and I recalled another incident from our youth :  going 
up to the house of our friend, Dan Scullin.  We also recalled the party at Dan Dunn's house, when George hit ME with 
some food !.....ah, the wonderful memories ! !  
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John Neuschel:  John and Joan (married 10 years) had recently spent a two week vacation in Pigeon Forge, Ten-
nessee.....then visited their family in Kennesaw, Georgia.  He gave us written permission (our Privacy Policy) to di-
vulge his personal contact information to Joe Stubblebine (Transfiguration), who requested to speak with John. We 
hope they share their conversation(s) with us for future Brag Rags.  Obviously, John and Joe both have WEST 
CATHOLIC TRACK in common.  

Joe Zurad: Joe and I spent some time on the phone.  His son in law is his "e-mail relay".  He has our 50th Reunion 
Invitation, and MAY attend, but he's not sure.  He tells me that it all depends on how many fellow Holy Name grads 
say YES to the invitation.....so come on, Holy Name of Jesus grads ! ! ...send in your replies to the Invitation and I 
feel Joe will then attend as well.  

Dennis O'Leary:  Dennis had written me some time ago about how his Holy Name class of '54 (West '58) met togeth-
er for a gathering.  Included were Ed York, Lou Penge, Tom McClain, and a few of the fellow girls from the same 
class.   

MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT:  

Jack Wynn:  What a  great phone conversation Jack and I had this past week when he called me at the house.  He 
gave me so much more insight in my plan to attain Irish Dual Citizenship.  He and I qualify, as all of our parents were  
born in Ireland....so we proudly claim to be  "First Generation  Irish American".  Although Jack and Ellen live out of 
state, he enjoys reading the Philadelphia Inquirer and Philadelphia Daily News on the Internet.  We laugh, when he 
refers to the "Obituaries" as the "Irish Sports Page".   He's such a proponent of the BRAG RAG when  he said: "Isn't 
the NEXT Brag Rag due soon ??? "  He has all of us in his thoughts, since he will be at his nephew's wedding the 
same weekend of our 50th Reunion Celebration, which prevents his attending our 3 day event.   

John Robinson:  We are fortunate to have located the whereabouts of John Robinson .  Our Jim Clark '58 notified us 
that his buddies out there notified him of John's  current information.  We have to thank the many fellow West Catho-
lic grads (not necessarily all from 1958  !) who have helped us tremendously in locating our classmates.  In this case, 
Jim Clark '58 worked along with John Robinson's  Brother Joe Robinson '53 as well as old Robinson-neighborhood 
friends , Bill Kealey '58 , John & Fran & Bob McGovern '60,   this is follow up and thoroughness at its best  !  

Robert "Bobby Doc" Dougherty:  "Bobby Doc" remains one of our long-time contributors to this Brag Rag endeavor.  I 
thank him for that.  He and Ann (West '59) sent me some pictures of their Alaskan Cruise as well as a great photo at 
dinner in California with  other MBS fellow-grads, Rich Loftus , Bob and Gerry Bell (Gerry is West '60.)... As well as 
Charlie and Annie Bonner (St. Francis DeSales) .....And there in the center of the picture on the dinner table is the 
WC baseball cap.....always promoting "West".  Bobby Doc also tells us of his boat he recently acquired ( a 24' with 8' 
beam and 150hp Yamaha. )  It's a great blue- water fishing boat.....Ann and Bob are moving to another State soon, 
where there's an abundance of sea trout, red drum, dolphin, king mackerel, white marlin and flounder.  We're accept-
ing his invitation to "come on down".   

Jack Andiario:  Jack supplied us with his new e-mail address.  He and Frances are still doing well.    

Jim Cahill:  We notified Jim that his friend, Bill Rooney (St. Joe's Prep '58) wanted to make contact with Jim and 
Nancy. And Jim quickly obliged with written permission to do so (Our Privacy Policy).    

SADLY:.... THE     FINAL MASS AT MBS WAS ON NOVEMBER 18,2007 AT 10 am:   We got an e-mail saying prob-
ably the altar would go to St. Francis DeSales.   

OUR LADY OF VICTORY:  

John Staiber:  John was so gracious in congratulating me for my 50th Anniversary Golden Burr Award presented at 
the 87th Annual Communion Breakfast.....one of my proudest moments in life. I asked John to share his  US Navy 
experiences with another Navy guy, Rick Pavonarius (St. James)     
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Anthony "Skip" DiGuiesppe:  Philmarie and Skip shared a beautiful Christmas picture of them and their grandson 
Jerry.  "Skip" and I are boyhood friends and it was so nice to also hear from his sister Elaine as well after all these 
years.....she was just going into her "teens" when I saw her back in the '60s.   "Skip" also copied me on the message 
he sent Brother Gregory (these two have become so close on the Internet !)....one of the comments was Skip reflect-
ing : ".... when I was a kid we enjoyed "rocketing" down the sidewalk with our converted wooden box with a board 
attached that had an old skate mounted to it.....meant the same to us then as "bungee jumping" does today. The 
most dangerous thing I do today is CLIMBING THE STAIRS ! "   

Doctor Ron Miles: It was so great seeing Ron at the 87th West Catholic Alumni Communion Breakfast  in November. 
He came up from "the South" and I happily got the opportunity for my entire family to meet him.  This is a special 
friend with a very special gesture of friendship on his part.  Thanks so much, Ron.    

Earl Ferguson:  It was great speaking on the phone with Earl and Dolly last week.  Earl and I became close friends 
when his family moved into Our Lady of Victory (54th & Vine) from Transfiguration back in 1953.    

TRANSFIGURATION:  

Jim McMenamin:  I called and spoke with his wife, Lou Ann.  Jim was visiting his brother in the hospital.  I'll update 
when Jim gets back with me.   

Jim Trainor:  When I first called Jim last week, Trudi answered saying he was "hanging curtains".....so he was nice to 
call me right back and we shared stories again of our common interest in their "neck of the woods".....as we raised 
our Gallagher children down South in the next town over.  Jim and Trudi are DEFINITELY looking forward to jumping 
on the plane and attending our 50th Reunion this May.   

Andy Murphy:  It was so nice hearing from Andy again .....he's very busy in his life as an Author....he was one of the 
FIRST to volunteer to help with our BRAG RAG back in the beginnings (Eleven editions, and a few years  ago ! ! ) He 
and Teri told me they WOULD  attend our Reunion in May.   

Carolan (Bill) Hone:  We spoke on the phone a few weeks ago.  He's definitely considering attending our 50th Reun-
ion in May.  Carolan lives in New England. I hope to see Carolan again.  We last saw each other at our 45th Reunion 
at the Drexel brook....and we've stayed in touch since.  He's been asking about Jack Caputo (St. Barnabas),  and 
MBSs Joe Calhoun  and Don Christy ( the latter two being "fellow-brothers" in the IBEW Local # 98).   

VISITATION , B.V.M.:  

Joe Gavaghan: Joe has stayed in touch with Al Bocchicchio(also Visitation) and says Al is recovering well.  Joe says 
he is glad to do a daily "mitzvah" every now and then ! !  Joe also sent us an e-mail saying: " Thanks  for all the time 
and hard work you put into getting the Class of 1958 together."   

Al Bocchicchio:  We are e-mailing Al's sister- Loretta, as she can keep us updated on Al's medical progress.  Al con-
tinues to offer his appreciation for our constant prayers.  And, note well, with ALL that Al and Pat has been going 
through, they both PLAN STILL to attend our 50th Reunion in May. !   How 'bout that ? !    

JOHN J. GALLAGHER, BRAG RAG TEAM FOUNDER 

 jgmotivator@optonline.net     (631)269-5340 
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